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§3406.17

(c) Technology delivery systems. (1) The
purpose of this initiative is to promote
innovations and improvements in the
delivery of benefits of food and agricul-
tural sciences to producers and con-
sumers, particularly those who are cur-
rently disproportionately low in re-
ceipt of such benefits.

(2) Examples include, but are not lim-
ited to:

(i) Computer-based decision support
systems to assist small-scale farmers
to take advantage of relevant tech-
nologies, programs, policies, etc.

(ii) Efficacious delivery systems for
nutrition information or for resource
management assistance for low-income
families and individuals.

(d) Other creative proposals. The pur-
pose of this initiative is to encourage
other creative proposals, outside the
areas previously outlined, that are de-
signed to provide needed enhancement
of the Nation’s food and agricultural
research system.

§3406.17 Program application mate-
rials—research.

Program application materials in an
application package will be made avail-
able to eligible institutions upon re-
quest. These materials include the pro-
gram announcement, the administra-
tive provisions for the program, and
the forms needed to prepare and submit
research grant applications under the
program.

§3406.18 Content of a research pro-
posal.

(a) Proposal cover page. (1) Form
NIFA-T712, ‘“Higher Education Proposal
Cover Page,”” must be completed in its
entirety. Note that providing a Social
Security Number is voluntary, but is
an integral part of the NIFA informa-
tion system and will assist in the proc-
essing of the proposal.

(2) One copy of Form NIFA-712 must
contain the pen-and-ink signatures of
the principal investigator(s) and Au-
thorized Organizational Representative
for the applicant institution.

(3) The title of the research project
shown on the ‘‘Higher Education Pro-
posal Cover Page” must be brief (80-
character maximum) yet represent the
major thrust of the project. This infor-
mation will be used by the Department
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to provide information to the Congress
and other interested parties.

(4) In block 7. of Form NIFA-T12,
enter ‘‘Capacity Building Grants Pro-
gram.”’

(5) In block 8.a. of Form NIFA-T12,
enter ‘“Research.” In block 8.b. identify
the code of the targeted need area(s) as
found on the reverse of the form. If a
proposal focuses on multiple targeted
need areas, enter each code associated
with the project. In block 8.c. identify
the major area(s) of emphasis as found
on the reverse of the form. If a proposal
focuses on multiple areas of emphasis,
enter each code associated with the
project; however, please limit your se-
lection to three areas. This informa-
tion will be used by the program staff
for the proper assignment of proposals
to reviewers.

(6) In block 9. of Form NIFA-712, in-
dicate if the proposal is a complemen-
tary project proposal or joint project
proposal as defined in §3406.2 of this
part. If it is not a complementary
project proposal or a joint project pro-
posal, identify it as a regular proposal.

(7) In block 13. of Form NIFA-712, in-
dicate if the proposal is a new, first-
time submission or if the proposal is a
resubmission of a proposal that has
been submitted to, but not funded
under the 1890 Institution Capacity
Building Grants Program in a previous
competition.

(b) Table of contents. For ease of lo-
cating information, each proposal must
contain a detailed table of contents
just after the Proposal Cover Page. The
Table of Contents should include page
numbers for each component of the
proposal. Pagination should begin im-
mediately following the summary doc-
umentation of USDA agency coopera-
tion.

(c) USDA agency cooperator. To be
considered for funding, each proposal
must include documentation of co-
operation with at least one USDA
agency or office. If multiple agencies
are involved as cooperators, docu-
mentation must be included from each
agency. When documenting cooperative
arrangements, the following guidelines
should be used:

(1) A summary of the cooperative ar-
rangements must immediately follow
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